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The Souderton Historic District includes the historic commercial and residential areas of Souderton, Montgomery County, that reflect the district’s significance as a cohesive collection of late 19th and early 20th century architecture under Criterion C for Architecture.  The district’s built environment is representative of the growth of this regional community as a direct result of the construction of the railroad in 1857.  This growth is communicated through the diverse architectural styles seen within the district’s neighborhoods.  The architecture of the district is representative of commercial, industrial, residential, and religious architecture of the mid 19th through mid 20th centuries with vernacular and high style buildings reflecting the popular national and regional trends in architecture from this era.  The period of significance is 1857, the date at which the rail line located at Souderton and spurred the first wave of significant development, to 1930, when the district largely reached its current appearance.

Summary History
The area that now encompasses the Borough of Souderton was first settled as part of Franconia Township in the early 1730s.  Franconia Township was at that time, and still is today, a rural area focused on agriculture.  Settled by German Mennonites and Reformed sects moving northward and westward from Philadelphia in the early 19th century, this area of Montgomery County emerged as a “bread basket” that supplied the local economy and the markets of Philadelphia and the Lehigh Valley because of its proximity to both urban centers via the Allentown Road and Bethlehem Pike.

From the late 18th century through the mid 19th century, present-day Souderton emerged slowly.  Two prominent families, the Souders and the Hunsbergers, established their farms along the eastern boundary of Montgomery County at its border with Bucks County.  Their industries, principally saw mills, lumberyards, and feed mills, supported a nascent community.  In 1829, two roads which had existed in some form since the mid 18th century were surveyed and officially established as Main Street and South Front Street; at this point, they were formally adopted as primary thoroughfares.
  The community began to settle along this route, which connected to the village of Hatfield to the south and the village of Harleysville to the west.  East Broad Street was also marginally established in the early 19th century because Henry Souder frequently traveled between his house in present-day Souderton to his property along the Delaware River for virgin timber to support his mills.
  The community was largely known as “Franconia Station” and had a stagecoach route but no formal post office.  It was during this period that Henry Souder, the town’s namesake, built his first home in 1835 at 103 Main Street.  

Souderton changed dramatically in 1857 with the completion of the North Pennsylvania railroad.  Local legend says that Henry Souder, upon hearing of the railroad’s plan to establish a line through Franconia Township to connect Philadelphia to Bethlehem, offered the directors his land for free in exchange for re-routing the line along his property.
  By all accounts a consummate businessman, Souder secured both his fortune as well as the growth of Souderton, through this self-serving offer.  With the promise of free land for an already financially-strapped company, the directors re-routed the line roughly along the border between the Souder and Hunsberger properties, an act that created a personal and professional competition between the two families.  This simple business exchange dramatically influenced the character of upper Montgomery County and launched Souderton into its role as the largest community in upper Montgomery County, particularly the Indian Valley and North Penn regions.

Within one year of the railroad’s opening, Souderton experienced several “firsts,” most of which occurred in the immediate vicinity of the new railroad.  The Hotel Souderton (today the Olde Indian Valley Inn at 101 E. Broad Street) was built in 1858, and additional streets were opened.
  More importantly, North Front and Central streets were created, and several more houses and stores were constructed along Main, Front, E. Broad, and Chestnut Street.  Henry Souder’s sawmill and lumber yard occupied much of the west side of the tracks, and Hunsberger’s feed stores and hotel (the Hotel Souderton) were positioned at critical locations on the east side of the tracks.  
A commercial and industrial corridor began to emerge at the junction of Main Street, Front Street, and the railroad; this area established the roots of today’s central commercial district.  Until this point, the residents of and around Franconia Township were largely dependent on trade with Philadelphia or the small villages of Salford, Franconiaville, Harleysville, and Sumneytown for their goods and services.  Farmers looking to sell their hay, livestock, and agricultural crops had to travel to distant markets themselves but generally were restricted to local trading because of the lack of efficient transportation in the area.  With the railroad in Souderton, broader regional markets, like those in and around Philadelphia, were opened to local farmers.  Locals were able to bring their crops to one of the many hay baling businesses in Souderton and have their product baled and shipped to Philadelphia.  Early local histories cite a high demand for “North Penn hay”, which was widely recognized for its high quality, from stables in the city.
  Farmers traveling into Souderton to deliver their hay also started patronizing the community for its goods and services.  For example, a shoe store was established in town by 1857 (Frederick’s at 153 Main).
  Arguably, the presence of a specialty shop for a product traditionally made in a cottage industry in a small mid 19th century community like Souderton attests to the village’s newfound status as a regional economic center.  
Souderton continued to grow at a steady pace through the 1860s and 1870s.  By 1860, a formal post office had been established and called itself “New Harbor” (Franconia Station had been abandoned because of the confusion with the township and the village of Franconia Square to the southwest); by 1863, the small railroad platform was called “Souders” after both the stationmaster and the numerous industries owned by the Souder family that were served by the rail line.
  The opening of the Huber Cigar Factory in 1864 brought another industry to Souderton, and foreshadowed the source of the Borough’s wealth and prosperity at the turn of 20th century.  
The community attracted its first “legitimate” doctor in 1871.  The Union National Bank, a local financial institution, was chartered in 1876 and its building constructed along Main Street (address) in 1877.  In the centennial year of 1876, the post office was officially renamed “Souderton”; a train station was built on North Front Street, and a public school on West Chestnut Street.  By the end of the decade, Souderton had a telegraph line, a cigar box factory, a sawmill, two sash factories, a carriage factory, a cabinet shop, a general store, an iron store, a few specialty industries, a doctor and dentist, a hardware store, two feed stores, and one hotel.
  These milestones, and the buildings which housed their functions, represented a fundamental economic shift within a community that would have been considered somewhat decentralized less than two decades beforehand.
By the mid 1870s, several more streets were established to accommodate the expanding community; these included additional sections of East Broad Street (generally, beyond what is now 2nd Street to the Bucks County line), West Chestnut Street, Green Street, and Noble Street.
  The east/west streets extended generally from the railroad to Wile Avenue, which was opened as a public road around 1830.  These physical limits established in the mid 19th century are still clearly visible in today’s landscape and form the boundaries of the historic district to a large degree.  The 1871 “Souders” and 1877 “Souderton” maps (see Images 1 and 2) illustrate several points about the community.  It is clear from these sources that the neighborhoods are well established along Main and Front Streets parallel to the rail line.  In the latter map, the new cross streets are shown cutting westward into the adjacent farmland.  There is a fair amount of historic fabric that survives in the district from this period.  The vernacular Federal style continued to be popular, and examples of the Gothic Revival and Late Victorian styles began to appear. 
The profile of Souderton continued to evolve in the 1880s and 1890s as more industries, particularly cigar factories, brought their business to Souderton.  The corresponding influx of workers generated the need for housing, personal services, commercial and retail businesses, and entertainment.  It is during this period that Souderton began to take on the form and character that continues to define its physical appearance.  The 1884 map (Image #3) illustrates the extent to which the community had grown.  Main and Front streets appear as denser streetscapes, and the residential neighborhoods in the northwest quadrant of the district are beginning to develop.  In 1881 and 1885, respectively, Freed’s Hall (also known as Liberty Hall and Fisher’s Hall) and the Hunsberger Hardware (also known as the Goldberg Building) buildings were built, and they quickly assumed prominent roles in the community.  They served as the meeting space for local churches, social clubs, and for Borough government.
  

In 1887, Souderton was incorporated as a Borough with 211 acres of land.  With a population of 600 people representing 154 occupations living in approximately 100 homes, Souderton was the largest community in upper Montgomery County.
  The rural townships and small towns that surrounded Souderton, primarily to the west and north, had much smaller populations with only small commercial districts and often without railroad frontage.  For those who lived in these rural areas north and west of Souderton, the next comparable community was Pennsburg, Montgomery County, which is approximately 15 miles northwest of Souderton.  Franconia Township residents who lived to the east and south could also travel the 4 miles to Hatfield or Sellersville, the two closest comparable communities which also happened to lie along the same rail line.  
By 1891, the population grew to 677 people yet the Borough has become more developed and additional properties are seen along the cross streets of Green and W. Chestnut.  As in most communities, the arrival of new industries attracted workers who needed housing, food, healthcare, entertainment and other goods and services.  In response, merchants upgraded their shops, often in or adjacent to their homes, or replaced them wholesale with fashionable new buildings.  The local government responded by opening new streets for settlement and property developers like those that the Progressive Realty Company built the distinctive blocks of rowhouses and single family middle class homes that are seen throughout the district.  As Souderton evolved, the residential and commercial neighborhoods developed a symbiotic relationship and each depended on the other for its viability.
Industries and services within the district included a doctor’s office, dentist’s office, bakery, bank, cigar box factory, dry goods store, grocery store, carriage works, tinsmith, shoe store, sash factory, sawmill, two hardware stores, a hotel, a post office, a railroad station, and a sewing machine shop.
  In 1892, the Zion Mennonite Church on E. Broad Street was built, and in 1893, the J.M. Landis & Company property was constructed near the railroad tracks and the intersection of Main and Broad streets.  Reputed to be the largest department store between Allentown and Philadelphia, the building was actually built by two separate contractors in two sections.
  The J.M. Landis & Co. store, reputed to be the largest all-service department store between Allentown and Philadelphia, was patronized by much of the region, roughly an area of 1,750 square miles.  Lansdale architect Milton Bean was hired to design a front façade to unify the buildings and the resulting design is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style adapted to a commercial property.  

The community that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th century eclipsed its neighbors.  Improved roads, the installation of the trolley line in 1900, and the advent of the automobile provided for greater access to Souderton and all that it had to offer: employment in the cigar, clothing, furniture, and banking industries, a social network in any number of fraternal or musical groups, entertainment with large movie houses and auditoriums, retail stores for furniture, clothes, and household goods, and access to specialized professionals like dentists, general practice physicians, optometrists, florists, drug stores, auto dealers and mechanics, and hardware stores.    In 1898, houses were numbered for the first time and the historic literature suggests that it was within this period that the community adopted the urban convention of referring to their buildings by proper names (i.e. Freeds Hall, the Frederick Building, the Goldberg Building).  The Inland Traction Co. trolley line from Telford (to the north) to Menlo Park (an amusement park in Perkasie, Bucks County, to the northeast) was established through Souderton in 1900.  During this year, the Borough Hall was relocated to Main Street in the unassuming brick building at 115-117 N. Main Street.  A telephone company located to the Borough in 1902 and largely replaced the telegraph line that had been in use since the 1870s.  
The rise in the Borough’s population prompted officials to open additional streets for development at the turn of the 20th century.  These included Highland, Franklin, Adams, Mifflin, and Summit streets and Hillside Ave.
  The socio-economic profile of the area continued to reflect its Germanic heritage, and the Borough’s residents were primarily Pennsylvania-born residents of German or English ancestry.  While culturally homogenous, the economic make-up of the Borough was diverse and reflected people from all occupations and levels of society.  The most common profession in the census records is “laborer” at one of the town’s many factories.
  Business owners are living amongst their employees, and this interaction is seen in the historical record and the built environment as large, single family, high style buildings sharing the same block with modest rowhouses, as seen in the 100 and 200 blocks of W. Broad Street (see Photos #7 and #9). 

The built environment that emerged during the first few decades of the 20th century reflected both the prosperity of the community and its conservative roots.  The community’s building stock captures the popular architectural trends of the era, with high style applications visible for the town’s most prominent homes and companies and more modest, vernacular interpretations for the average middle and working class family homes.  Local realty and savings and loan associations developed property extensively throughout the Borough on the newly established streets, and retailers along Main Street upgraded their former residential properties to include commercial storefronts.  
The Zwingli Reformed Church at 301 Main Street had enough money and sophistication to hire Milton Medary, the Philadelphia architect responsible for University of Pennsylvania’s Houston Hall, to design their new building at Main and Church streets in 1908.
  In contrast, the industrial properties were simple buildings typical of the period that reflected their utilitarian functions rather than the prosperity of their owners, such as the mill buildings along Main Street (see Photo #17)
In 1915 and again in 1917, the Borough of Souderton annexed land surrounding the original 18th century community.  This increase in land holdings, coupled with the continuing influx of businesses and industries, brought Souderton’s population to 3,125 people.  Clothing and shoe manufacturing had replaced cigars by this time as the Borough’s largest industry.  The momentum of these civic and industrial developments spurred additional residential and economic development within the Borough throughout the 1920s.  
Along Main Street, many of the early and mid 19th century properties were replaced with the small scale two part commercial blocks.  Vacant land on West Broad street near the intersection of Main and Broad streets, hitherto undeveloped because of its topography, was infilled and leveled for the construction of another commercial block and the town’s first true moving picture house, the Broad Theater, in 1922 which stands at 24 W. Broad Street.
  In 1920, Philadelphia architect Charles Talley completed the Cressman Motor Company building on W. Chestnut Street as the home to the only car dealer outside of Philadelphia.
  In 1927, the Borough’s first firehouse was completed at 124 N. Main Street (now the Montgomery Theater), and a substantial attractive new brick rail station on the south side of Broad Street  at Main Street (2 W. Broad, now a restaurant) replaced the rickety frame building on Front Street.  Additionally, two substantial bank buildings were opened in the fall of 1929, the 1929 Art Deco Union National Bank and the 1929 People’s Bank.  Positioned across from one another at the Main and Broad Street intersection, the former bank was designed by Allentown’s Tilghman Moyer & Co. and the latter by Doylestown’s A. Oscar Martin.
  
In the 1930 census, the Borough reported a population of 4,000 people and still consistently represented a cross section of all lifestyles.
  A discussion of the Borough’s state of affairs in the 1937 souvenir program to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Borough’s founding offers a glimpse into the size and nature of the community.
  They recount over twenty-five organizations and lodges, two banks, one building and loan association, one weekly paper, two printers, eight cloth-related industries, a towel mill, cigar and shoe factories, a box factory, food manufacturers, and wholesale dry goods distributors.  From the essay, it is clear that the Borough is clearly proud of its offerings:  “Commercially, Souderton is quite a shopping center and her stores attract buyers not only from the immediate vicinity but from distant points, statistics showing that the per capita purchasing is considerably above the average.”
  The list of commercial and professional enterprises is quite extensive and includes places like 18 grocery stores, variety and drug stores, a department store, six restaurants, three builders, and five different kinds of doctors, among many other amenities.
Both residential and commercial development slowed considerably in this decade of the Great Depression and into the early 1940s, and few new industries, properties, or improvements are seen in the historic record or evident in the Borough’s neighborhoods.  However, by the mid to late 1940s, Souderton once again enjoyed the improving economy.  Outside of the historic district, this is evidenced by the newly established residential developments to the northeast, northwest, and south.  Within the historic district, this is principally evidenced by changes to the commercial storefronts along Main, Front, and Broad streets as retailers sought to reflect a more modern aesthetic.  During the 1940s, the needs of the automobile begin to be accommodated with vacant lots or utilitarian back alleys turned into parking areas.

At the end of the period of significance, the historic district had largely reached its current size and appearance.  Regional urban planning improvements in the 1950s and 1960s changed Souderton’s role in the upper Montgomery County region by shifting business from its commercial corridor to large regional shopping and entertainment centers that were easily accessed from new highways like the Route 309 Bypass to the east.  With these transportation improvements, industries moved out of the community and into the surrounding townships to take advantage of vacant land on which to build sprawling campuses.  Today, Souderton is experiencing a revitalization as a commercial, entertainment, and retail center of the region.  
Statement of Significance
The Souderton Historic District is a cohesive diversity of residential, commercial, industrial, and religious properties from the mid 19th through mid 20th centuries.  Its history, patterns of development, and residential and commercial architecture are representative of traditional downtown “Main Street” communities that evolved throughout the Commonwealth in the mid- to late-19th centuries.  The historic district reflects its period of significance and its significance in the area of architecture through its intact built environment.
Under Criterion C, the Souderton Historic District is locally significant in the area of Architecture.  The built environment that makes up this historic district is representative of the many diverse local and regional architectural trends of the mid 19th through mid 20th centuries, and illustrates their use and conservative interpretation at the local level.  The district’s collection of mid-19th century, Victorian-era and early 20th century buildings reflect the district’s most significant period of development and display evidence of all major stylistic categories from the mid 19th through early 20th centuries.  As illustrated in Section 7 narrative and the photographs, the vast majority of the historic properties in the district retain the essential character-defining features from their respective styles, whether it be the asymmetrical form and exterior ornamentation of the Queen Anne, the Mansard roof and straightforward form of the Second Empire, or the bold geometric facades of the Art Deco.  These styles are used for both residential and commercial buildings, the property types that dominate the district.

Throughout the district, a wide range of styles from the vernacular Federal to the Italianate, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Art Deco survive.  Small town communities like Souderton that retain both their historic commercial and residential neighborhoods, particularly in the northeastern United States, typically exhibit this broad range of architectural styles.  In Souderton, the execution of these styles is vernacular more often than not, despite the borough’s proximity to Philadelphia and the number of architect-designed properties within the area.  This community is grounded in the simple, conservative roots of the German culture and Mennonite religion.  It is therefore both expected and appropriate that the built environment of these people would be modest in scale and design.  While exuberant examples of high style design can be seen throughout the district, such as in the Gothic Revival churches, the majority of the built environment reflects the tastes and culture of the average working and middle class family.  

In addition to its diversity of styles, Souderton also retains a remarkable collection of residential property types.  While the district has excellent examples of single and twin homes, it was the emergence of the dense urban rowhouse block in the early 20th century that has played the largest role in shaping the character of Souderton’s residential neighborhoods.  The spatial patterns they create on the streetscape and within the overall plan of the community are distinct.  The stylistic conventions that are used to both distinguish and homogenize the blocks most often utilize elements of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival (including Dutch Colonial Revival) styles.  This holds true for the identical rows in which there is no variation between the houses, and for the composite rows where elaboration at the roof level differs between properties or groups of properties.    
Unlike Souderton’s residential neighborhoods, which survive intact with little substantial alteration since original construction, the commercial and industrial corridor physically testifies to the shift from an economy that was originally based on manufacturing and essential services to one based on a variety of manufacturing, retail, civic, financial, institutional, and professional offerings.  The evolution of Souderton’s industrial and commercial corridor from one of simple homes, cottage industries, and small factories to one dominated by large companies, specialized retail stores, and a full complement of civic and professional services is reflected in the built environment.  Evidence of more fluid change is visible along Main, Front, and the 100 blocks of Broad Street.  In many cases, the first floor storefronts in the commercial buildings have been changed since their original construction with early to mid-20th century storefronts on a Federal or Late Victorian era building and characterize the evolution of storefront design as it adapted to meet the tastes of its mid 20th century clientele.  On Main Street, blocks of small-scale commercial buildings sit next to older houses which date to the mid and late 19th centuries and were updated in the late 19th and early 20th centuries to take advantage of Souderton’s role as an economic center.  
The use of architecture to communicate status, purpose, and wealth transcends time, and the owners of the homes and businesses in Souderton utilized this medium as a way to advertise their economic and social positions to the immediate community and its environs.  Souderton is home to a collection of buildings, ranging from residential to industrial, that were designed by prominent regional architects; within the district sixteen properties can be solidly tied to architectural commissions (~3%).  While many of these architects practiced in other communities in the region, few communities outside of suburban Allentown and Philadelphia can boast the same number and quality of architect-designed buildings.  Neighboring communities on the same rail line were smaller and less sophisticated (like Telford or Sellersville) and had only one or two commissioned buildings in town or were closer to the cultural and economic influences of Philadelphia (like Hatfield and Lansdale) and had several commissioned buildings by wealthy residents and businesses.

This evidence speaks to Souderton’s prominence and role in the upper Montgomery County region.  Many rural small towns of the late 19th and early 20th centuries used local builders to emulate the high-style examples of the styles found in urban and suburban communities.  This trend can usually be identified in the field through the presence of one or two elements of exterior ornamentation applied to simple vernacular building forms.  This same trend occurred in Souderton, and is clearly evidenced in buildings throughout the historic district like the homes in the 300 block of Railroad Ave. (see Photo #21), the former car dealership property on Chestnut Street (see Photo #28), and former commercial buildings along Main Street (see Photo #19).  However, in Souderton, architects were hired from local and regional markets to design the community’s most impressive buildings.  Architects practicing in Souderton included:

· Milton Bennett Medary, Jr. (1874-1929) designed the Gothic Revival style Zwingli Reformed Church at the corner of Main and Church streets  in 1908 while practicing as a solo architect in Philadelphia (see Image 29).  Medary is widely known for his Gothic Revival ecclesiastical and educational commissions, and later in his career served as chair of the U.S. Housing Corporation and enjoyed appointments to the National Commission of Fine Arts, the National Capital Park and Planning Commission, and as a consultant to the U.S. Treasury.  During his career he was also responsible for the design of many properties in Pennsylvania and Florida, such as University of Pennsylvania’s Houston Hall, the Washington Memorial Chapel at Valley Forge, Bok Singing Tower in Lake Wales, FL, the Masonic Temple and Scottish Rite Cathedral in Scranton, PA, and St. Mark’s Church on Locust Street in Philadelphia.
· Tilghman Moyer & Co. designed the Art Deco style bank at the intersection of Main and W. Broad Streets for the Union National Bank in 1929 (see Images 11 and 12).  The firm’s namesake and principal, Tilghman Huber Moyer, was the designer for several local and regional banks in the Art Deco style.  Based in Allentown, Moyer was also the architect for the Dime Savings Bank in Allentown, Swarthmore Bank, Temple Bank, and the First National Bank of Pottstown.

· Charles M. Talley (1894-1979) designed or worked on several buildings within the historic district, including the 1936 Cressman Motor Company Garage (20 W. Chestnut Street, Photo #28), the 1929 Jeremiah Wisler residence (111 Penn Ave.), the 1938 Fisher Store and Apartments (200 Main, Images #19 and 20), the 1933 Granite Hosiery Mill (addition, Green Street), the 1930 Long residence (21 W. Broad), and the 1934 Underkoffler residence (65 Diamond), and the Goldberg store (alterations, 1937).  Outside of the district, Talley was involved in the design on the Souderton High School in 1933.  Relocating from Philadelphia to Telford, the community just north of Souderton, in the late 1920s, Talley enjoyed hundreds of regional commissions throughout Pennsylvania, including Philadelphia, Montgomery, and Bucks counties until his retirement in the 1970s. While working in a solo practice or with the Philadelphia firms of Horace Trumbauer, Savery, Scheetz & Savery, Folsom & Stanton, and Heacock & Hokanson, Talley designed residences and churches like the Central Moravian church in Bethlehem, Elmwood African Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, First National Bank in Lansdale, Maryland Hall in Wildwood, NJ, and the Sell-Perk High School in Sellersville, PA.
· Milton B. Bean designed the 1893 J.M. Landis & Co. building at 18 Main Street (see Images 23 and 24) and executed alterations to the Freed Residence on Broad Street.  Bean, a native of Lansdale, is perhaps best known for his work in Ambler, PA, including the “Lindenwold Castle” and Trinity Memorial Church.  Bean’s other regional work, which focused on residential and small-scale commercial properties, includes housing developments in Lansdale, Penllyn, and Norristown, churches in Quakertown and Telford, PA, and Saint Luke’s United Church of Christ in Dublin, PA.
· Jerome S. Landes designed and consulted on several buildings in Souderton such as the Broad Theater (1922, W. Broad Street), Zwingli Reformed Church (alterations, 1934, Main and Church streets), the Perseverance Fire Company (1927, Main Street, images 25 and 26) and several factories and residences.  A native of Souderton, Landes lived and worked out of his home at 60 Franklin Avenue.  He is credited with having “planned 848 structures” during his career, all of which appear to have been concentrated in southeastern Pennsylvania.  His work outside of Souderton includes several properties in Lansdale, Sellersville, and two other 1920s era movie theaters in East Greenville and Quakertown.
· Oscar Martin designed the People’s National Bank building opposite Union National Bank in 1929 (see Photo #5 and 15).  Martin’s Colonial Revival design is a stark contrast to Tilghman Moyer’s Art Deco Union National Bank.  After finishing his education at Penn, Martin practiced as a Doylestown-based architect for his entire career.  Most of his commissions are residential properties in Bucks County.  The People’s National Bank is the only recorded commercial commission for Martin and one of three contracts he had in Souderton.

Souderton’s 18th and early 19th century contemporaries include locales within Franconia Township like Franconia Square and Reliance; ones from the 20th century include smaller communities like East Greenville, Pennsburg, and Telford, and larger regional communities like Quakertown (Bucks County) and Lansdale.  Most of the surrounding villages that were founded at the same time as Souderton - Franconia Square, Morwood, Elroy – never prospered in the mid 19th century, largely because they did not have a rail line.  They remained small villages with one or two stores and perhaps a factory.  Franconia Square, a village five miles to the west that eclipsed Souderton in size and importance as a regional center in the early 19th century, has been completely redeveloped in the late 20th century leaving no evidence of its historic agricultural and commercial purpose.  The small town of Reliance, originally immediately north of Souderton and a center of industrial activity in the early 19th century had been largely absorbed into the expanding Souderton-Telford communities in the mid 20th century.

Regionally, the East Greenville and Pennsburg communities retain a smaller neighborhoods developed around the center spine of their Main Street.  While the size of Pennsburg is most similar to Souderton’s, it lacks the diversity of architectural styles, architect-designed buildings, and physical integrity found in Souderton.  The communities of Quakertown and Lansdale represent much larger commercial and residential communities of the same period and profile.  The size and composition of their commercial corridors, industrial zones, and residential neighborhoods are larger than those of Souderton, and their distance from Souderton (10 miles and 7 miles, respectively) would not have reduced Souderton’s role as a commercial and economic center for the Indian Valley and North Penn regions. 

Within the communities that were borne of the railroad, much like Souderton, there is a diversity of size, quality, and integrity that differentiates them from Souderton.  The community of Telford immediately to the northeast of Souderton stands as a smaller version of Souderton, largely because it did not enjoy the industrial and commercial impetus’ that spurred the development of Souderton at the turn of the 20th century.  Despite being located on the same rail line and being less than a mile apart, Telford is characterized as a primarily residential community with a small commercial corridor along Main Street south of the train station.  The communities of Hatfield, Sellersville, and Perkasie, to the south and northeast, respectively, survive as smaller communities.  Until the late 20th century, Perkasie would have been the closest comparable community to Souderton in size and community profile, but a fire in 1988 destroyed most of the borough’s commercial center.
The Souderton Historic District remains a vital intact concentration of residential, commercial, civic, industrial, and religious properties from the mid 19th through mid 20th centuries.  The district is representative and reflective of the growth of a traditional Main Street community and the architectural diversity of the period.  Because the district retains integrity, it is able to communicate its position as a locally significant community in the upper Montgomery County community.
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