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The Souderton Historic District is a concentration of mid 19th through mid 20th century residential, commercial, religious, and industrial buildings in Souderton, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.  The architecture of this district generally spans a period of almost seventy-five years (1857-1930) and includes a range of styles in the Early Republic, Mid-19th Century, Late Victorian, Late 19th and Early 20th Century Revivals and Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements categories.  Within the 122-acre district, there are 554 resources, which include residential properties, commercial properties and mixed-use properties, with a small percentage of religious and industrial properties.  Within this grouping, there are 486 contributing buildings (~87%), 64 non-contributing buildings (~12%), and four non-contributing sites (~1%); there are no contributing sites, or contributing or non-contributing structures or objects within the district.  The majority of the district’s buildings date from ca. 1890 to ca. 1920, with a collection of pre-1857 properties and few industrial and commercial properties with minimal alterations principally dating from ca. 1940-50.  The buildings within the district are primarily residential, followed closely in number by commercial properties.  The predominant building materials found throughout the district include brick, stone, and stucco with some contemporary coverings like vinyl and aluminum.  The district retains integrity and continues to convey its significance through its built environment.
The Souderton Historic District comprises approximately 20% of the acreage of the incorporated Borough of Souderton, which is located in upper Montgomery County along the border between Montgomery and Bucks County.  Souderton, and the adjacent Borough of Telford to the northeast, are located within Franconia Township.  In the 18th and 19th centuries, the townships surrounding Souderton were predominantly rural farmland with Souderton functioning as the commercial and industrial center of the region.  Beginning in the mid-20th century, the surrounding farmland began to be replaced by tract housing and shopping centers as suburban developments moved northward and westward from Philadelphia.  The district achieved its current plan and appearance largely between 1900 and 1930.  The Borough, which was incorporated in 1887, annexed additional property to the east, north, and south in 1915 and 1917 which expanded the borough to its current size of 715 acres.
The general shape of the district can best be described as an abstract “L” with its spine formed by Souderton’s two primary streets, Main Street and Broad Street.  These streets intersect near the bottom of the district to create the core of the downtown area.  The shape of Souderton, and therefore the district, was established in 1855 with the construction of the North Pennsylvania rail line.  The tracks, which run parallel to and in between Main Street and S. Front Street, literally and figuratively bisected the community.  Counted as a contributing resource to the historic district, the rail line and its embankment serve as the physical limit of the district to the east.  Prior to the construction of the railroad, Main and Front streets served as the primary north/south transportation corridors within Souderton; both formally established by 1829, these early roads connected Souderton to the surrounding agricultural communities and the main road between Allentown and Philadelphia (see Images 1 and 2).  As such, the Borough grew from the small grouping of properties at the intersection of Main Street (the Harleysville and Souderton Turnpike), Front Street, and E. Broad Street (the Souderton and Dublin Turnpike, now Route 113).  The construction of the railroad spurred the development of Souderton’s commercial corridor that developed along Main Street to the west and Front Street and E. Broad Street to the east.  Broad Street, the primary east/west corridor with the district and the thoroughfare that largely defines the lower spine of the district, was developed in sections between 1855 and 1867.  Broad Street connected Souderton with its neighbors to the east and west, and provided access to Doylestown and Henry Souder’s land holdings on the Delaware River. 
The cross streets along Main and Broad generally follow grid patterns, bisecting the two main transportation corridors at right angles.  At the beginning of the district’s period of significance, few of these streets existed (compare Images 1 through 4).  This changed by the late 19th century as the Borough opened streets to accommodate property developers providing housing for the workers of the industries in town.  Along Main to Broad, the east/west cross streets (from the north) are Summit, Walnut, Diamond, Green, Hillside, Chestnut, and Lumber; Diamond and Hillside streets terminate at Wile Ave, the district’s western boundary, and Green, Chestnut, and Lumber Street continue beyond the boundary.  At Broad Street, the streets change their orientation to north/south.  The north/south cross streets (from the west) are Adams, Franklin, Penn, Washington, Front, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th; with the exception of 3rd St., all of these roads extend south beyond the district’s general southern boundary of Highland Ave. (to the west) and Noble Street (to the east).  

The streetscapes throughout the district vary in their make-up and represent the various components of the district’s character as a local center of commerce, industry, and domestic life in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  The corridors, and the collections of buildings along them, continue to function as they did within the period of significance.  Throughout the district as a whole, the majority of the streetscapes feature densely positioned buildings that open directly to small front yards.  Properties that date to the latter part of the period of significance and single family homes tend to feature more open space within individual lots.  The only large plots of open space within the district are parking lots.  Based on the guidance provided in National Register Bulletin #16A, the lots at the east end of Bank Street, along Duke Alley, and Railroad Ave. have historically functioned as such and are therefore included within the boundary and not included in the resource count.  The vacant lots along Main Street, W. Broad Street, and W. Chestnut Street contained buildings that existed during the period of significance and are therefore counted as non-contributing sites. 
The majority of the properties within the district (approximately 70%) are residential, followed by commercial (approximately 25%); churches and operating industrial properties account for a very small percentage of the properties (2% and 3%, respectively).  The most predominant building material within the district is brick, followed closely by stone (often covered with stucco) and wood.  Slate-sided frame buildings are scattered throughout the district; the use of slate as an exterior wall cladding was common throughout Bucks and Montgomery counties in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and examples of these interesting buildings are becoming rarer as deteriorating slate is replaced with contemporary metal or vinyl siding.   The majority of the properties are masonry construction, brick being the most predominant.  Few buildings are frame construction with clapboard siding; rather, wood is featured predominantly only in the exterior ornamentation of the district’s residential buildings.  With the exception of a few properties along Main and Broad Streets, the district has a uniform scale of two to two-and-a-half story buildings that range in size from two to four bays wide and several bays deep, regardless of the historic function of the property.  The types of residential buildings are an equal combination of rowhomes, twin houses, and single family dwellings.  The garages, sheds, and other outbuildings associated with the buildings in this neighborhood are considered minor, small-scale features and are not included in the resource count.  Most of these outbuildings have been substantially altered over time, their location often the only indication of their historic function.  General characteristics of these outbuildings are one-story frame or brick structures that are two bays wide, three to four bays deep, and in poor repair.
The architecture of Main, Front, and West Broad streets reflects the commercial and industrial history of Souderton.  These streetscapes feature blocks of commercial properties that date to the first few decades of the 20th century, either as their original date of construction or as mid-19th century residential properties that were altered to mixed-use residential/commercial/retail properties.  Main Street is dominated by industrial properties at its southeastern corner (84, 121, 117, 105 Main Street), and densely sited two-part commercial blocks along the southwestern end of the street (106-136 Main) (see Photo #17).  The northern section of Main Street features buildings that date to the mid and late 19th centuries, and the majority were adapted to include commercial functions beginning in the 1910s and continuing through the 1940s (146-228 and 143-331 Main) (see Photo #16).  Front Street from the Chestnut Street boundary to Noble Street, also a commercial part of the district, includes some of the oldest commercial properties in the district, such as the 1858 Hotel Souderton at (101 E. Broad) and tend to be mixed use properties rather than ones constructed for a solely commercial function (see Photo #10).  

Completing the commercial corridor of the district is Broad Street between 2nd Street and Penn Street.  East Broad Street, originally part of the Souderton-Dublin Turnpike (now Route 113), has a concentration of non-residential properties in the blocks near the intersection with Front Street (110 E. Broad, 117 E. Broad)(see Photos #3 and 4).  The character of the street becomes primarily residential as it moves eastward and the commercial properties found from 2nd Street to the district boundary near 5th Street are contemporary businesses located in historic dwellings (see Photos #1 and 2).  West Broad Street from its intersection with Main Street westward is markedly different from the east end of the street and reflects patterns of growth representative of the early 20th century rather than the mid- to late-19th century.  Examples of this are 22-40 W. Broad Street between the train tracks and Penn Ave (see Photo #6).
A traditional mix of commercial and retail businesses and professional offices were located within this commercial corridor, both historically and today.  Within the period of significance, the focus of the properties shifted from industry and institutional space to family-operated service and retail stores like groceries, shoe stores, restaurants, general stores, clothing stores, furniture stores, movie theaters, and auto facilities, all of which supported the local and regional economy.  Today, many of these commercial properties retain their original functions and Main, Front, and Broad Streets offer a collection of service and retail facilities.
The prominent architectural styles visible within the commercial and industrial corridor of Main, Front, and four blocks of Broad Street include: 

· Large brick industrial properties that exhibit no distinct style, such as the 1864 Moyer & Son Factory at 85 N. Main and the 1901 Pent Building at 105 N. Main (see Photos #11 and 17).
· Large brick industrial properties that feature a mix of early 20th century styles, such as the ca. 1910 Zendt Brothers factory at 13 Penn Ave.
· Small-scale two- to three-story brick commercial buildings that date to the 1920s and exhibit characteristics of the Late Victorian era with decorative cornices and arched windows.  Vernacular examples of the Commercial, Late Victorian, Second Empire, Italianate, and Art Deco styles are also prevalent.  Examples include 106 Main, 124 Main, 157 Main, 15 Washington, 112 Noble, 100 E. Broad, 40 W. Broad, and 20 W. Chestnut (see Photos 3, 6, 15, 16, 28, and Images 25 and 26).
· Moderately scaled mixed-use properties that were originally constructed from the 1850s through the 1880s as homes and were adapted with commercial storefronts beginning in 1890.  These buildings do not subscribe to one particular style but rather exhibit characteristics of the Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, or Victorian styles.
  Examples include 28 Main, 100 Main Street, 228 Main, 104 Main, 101 Main, 27 S. Front, and 11 N. Front (see Photos 10, 13, 18).
There are several notable exceptions within this commercial corridor that stand as a marked contrast to their neighbors because of both their scale and quality of design.  Two of the district’s most significant buildings are banks and today stand as tangible and intangible anchors of the Borough’s largest intersection (see Photos #5 and 15).  These include the 1929 Union National Bank building at 10 W. Broad (now Univest, Images 11 and 12) which survives as an outstanding example of Art Deco design by Allentown architect Tilghman Moyer & Co., and the 1929 Peoples National Bank (also now Univest, 14 N. Main) which stands as a good example of the Colonial Revival style.
  A third bank, the original Union National Bank (24 N. Main), was built in 1877 as a small Italianate-style building; it was remodeled in 1910 in the Beaux Arts style with a porch supported by four massive Corinthian columns, a hipped roof, and rear addition (Images 21 and 22).  Today it serves as a local cultural center.
Among the commercial properties in this section of the district, the J.M. Landis & Co. (later Yocum, Godshalk & Co.) department store is the most prominent as the largest building within the district and is one of the most architecturally distinct (see Photo #15, Images 23 and 24).  Built in 1893 and designed by architect Milton Bean, the former department store (now Univest, 18 N. Main) stands as an example of the Queen Anne style and its use of yellow bricks and pale stone detailing is a marked contrast to the red brick used for 80% of the properties within the historic district.  The property stands four stories tall and occupies an entire block through a series of additions in the early 20th century that enlarged its footprint.  
On E. Broad Street, the former Hunsberger Hardware Store (constructed 1885, 120 E. Broad, later known as the Goldberg Building, Images 14 and 18) and Freed’s Hall (1881, ## E. Broad Street) are good examples of early commercial properties designed in the Second Empire style (see Photos 3 and 4).  The Fischer Furniture Store and Apartments (200 Main) was rebuilt by architect Charles M. Talley after a fire in 1938.  This one-story red brick and concrete building is a late example of the Art Deco style (see Photo 18, Images 19 and 20).  The store and offices of the Cressman Motor Company, one of the first automobile dealers in the area, was designed by architect Charles Talley in 1936 in the Commercial Style with modest stepped parapets and wide storefront windows (see Photo #28).  The railroad station at 1 E. Broad St. was built in 1927 and replaced an earlier small one-story frame station on the N. Front Street side of the tracks near the intersection with Broad Street (Images 9 and 10).  
The majority of the buildings within the district are residential.  These are concentrated around the periphery of the commercial corridor on the eastern- and westernmost sections of Broad Street and the cross streets to the north and south (see Image 6).  The residential properties in the district, with few exceptions, are unified by their materials and scale, and more generally by their design.  Approximately 60% of the residential properties are twin or rowhomes, with the remainder as single-family dwellings.  Few residential properties within the district boundaries date to after 1930.  By this period, most of Souderton’s original 211 acres were built out and property developers and homeowners looked to the undeveloped land tracts to the west, east, and south. 

There are three general architectural styles represented throughout the residential portion of the Souderton Historic District: Mid-19th Century, Late Victorian, and Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements; the bulk of the properties fall into the latter two categories.  These buildings represent the vernacular interpretation of regionally and nationally popular architectural styles and reflect the tastes and financial status of Souderton’s professional and working class communities.  Clearer examples of period styles, like the Second Empire, Queen Anne, Prairie (American Foursquare), Classical, and Bungalow/Craftsmen, are seen throughout the district but in smaller numbers.  In most instances, the houses are vernacular buildings that do not subscribe to one clear style; rather, their style is determined by one or two extent features rather than an overall set of characteristics that can be consistently attributed to one particular architectural influence.  In some cases, stylistic influences are mixed, and in others, none are obvious; in this latter case, the form, massing, and fenestration patterns of the resource suggest its stylistic model.  
The district’s earliest buildings, generally within the period from 1835 to 1890, consist of single and twin homes generally located along Main, Front, Green, and Chestnut streets.  These buildings exhibit characteristics of the Federal, Gothic Revival, Second Empire, Italianate, and Late Victorian styles.
  Examples include 12 to 18 Green Street, 101 S. Front Street, 339 Main Street, and 129 E. Broad Street  (see Photos #3, 13, 18, 19, 22).
The majority of the district’s residential properties were built between 1890 and 1920 at the height of Souderton’s position as a regional center of activities and services.  Of the buildings dating to this period, the majority are rowhouses which were built for Souderton’s growing working and middle classes.  This housing is typically concentrated on the cross streets north and south of W. Broad Street and most commonly found in the form of composite or identical rowhomes in the Late Victorian, Queen Anne, Dutch Colonial, and Colonial Revival styles.  Several excellent examples of the composite row, which is largely distinguished from other groups of rowhomes by their varied roof elaborations within a single grouping, can be found in the district: 

· A pair of composite rows at 45-55 Franklin and 46-56 Franklin which were constructed in 1900 and use an eclectic combination of the Dutch Colonial Revival and Prairie styles executed in brick and wood (see Photo 31, Images 7 and 8).
· A single row of brick and wood homes at 36-46 Penn which were built in 1896 and feature a combination of Queen Anne details like the gabled roof dormers, decorative first floor porch gables and turned porch elements, two three-story homes in the center of the row and Flemish gables at either end (see Photo 32).
· A row of homes at 340-350 Railroad Ave. which were built in 1905 by the Progressive Realty Company and feature a combination of Queen Anne characteristics such as polychromatic brickwork; corner towers with steeply-pitched roofs at either end and the decorative gable parapet in the center of the group (see Photo 21, Images 13 and 14).
Other examples of identical and composite rows within the historic district include the 200 block of Noble Street, the entire south side of Hillside Avenue (10 to 92 Hillside), the 200 block of Railroad Ave., E. and W. Broad Streets, and the south side of Diamond Street between Main Street and Wile Ave (see Photos 24 and 33).
Single and twin homes of this period are found to a lesser degree scattered throughout the streetscapes.  Like the rowhouses of the period, these buildings are vernacular versions of Late Victorian and Late 19th/Early 20th Century architectural styles such as the Second Empire, Queen Anne, Prairie (American Foursquare), Colonial Revival, and Craftsman.

The most predominant style is the Queen Anne, which is identifiable through a cross-gable form, wrap-around or front façade porch with turned or classical-inspired columns, window and dormer detailing (including the use of the Palladian window), at least one bay window, and, in some instances, corner turrets.  Many Queen Anne homes in Souderton also feature polychromatic brickwork, which is rare within this region.  Examples include 17 to 23 W. Summit (Images 15 and 16), 130 and 200 E. Broad, 54 and 75 W. Broad, 15-17 Diamond, and 57 Green Street (see Photos 9, 21, 23, 25, and 29).
The Prairie style is seen throughout the district, however primarily in its vernacular derivative, the American Foursquare style.  These homes retain the typical characteristics of the style, with a two-story square (or less often rectangular) shape, hipped roof with shed or hipped dormers and moderately wide eaves, groupings of two windows, and a wide front porch.  Examples include 17, 27, and 37 Hillside Ave. (see Images 27 and 28), 60 Washington Street, and 17 Summit (see Photos 20, 23, 25, 34).
The Colonial and Dutch Colonial styles are also found within the district.  These properties are generally defined by their rectangular massing, classically derived detailing, and, in the Dutch Colonial Revival, their distinct rooflines.  An excellent example of the Colonial Revival is located at 52 W. Broad Street, and good examples of the Dutch Colonial Revival are located at 65 Diamond Street and 153 Main Street (see Photos 17, 19, and 33).
Craftsman bungalows date to the last two decades of the period of significance and are located either within the few remaining open parcels or on the periphery of the district in areas beginning to transition into the distinct residential development of the 1940s and 1950s.  Most examples within the district are vernacular interpretations of the type, and are identifiable through their low square massing, moderately pitched rooflines with exposed rafter ends, battered wood columns that support a deep porch roof, and often large shed dormers on both the front and rear facades.  Examples include 147 S. Front Street, 39 Adams, and 42-44 W. Broad (see Photos 6 and 30).
Several religious properties are also found throughout the district, all of which are active but with few serving their original denominations.  The churches are positioned throughout the district, primarily along the two main corridors, Main Street and Broad Street.  With the exception of the simple, stoic Brethren in Christ church, built in 1899 on Railroad Avenue, the Borough’s churches are Gothic in style.  These facilities include: Emmanuel Lutheran Church, built 1928 with a 1967 addition, at 69 W. Broad Street (see Photo 8); Zion Mennonite Church, built in 1892 and remodeled by architect Charles Talley in 1933 (see Photo 2), at 207 E. Broad Street; and Zwingli Reformed Church (now MacCalla Masonic Lodge), built in 1908 by architect Milton Bennett Medary, at 301 Main Street (see Image 29).
The district has a low percentage of non-contributing resources, only approximately 12%.  Non-contributing buildings include those commercial and residential buildings that have been irreversibly altered, meaning the original form and appearance could not be determined, or that were built after the period of significance.  While several properties throughout the district have had their original fabric replaced or obscured with contemporary materials, this is generally not considered a loss of integrity if the stylistic intent and character of the building remains identifiable.  The majority of non-contributing buildings are considered as such because of a loss of integrity; examples of historic properties that have lost their integrity include 36 Green (see Photo #22) and 51 W. Broad (see Photo #8).  Only a few buildings within the district date to after the period of significance; examples of these properties are 19-23 Penn Ave and 45 Adams (see Photo #29).  With the exception of the new office complex at 16 Harbor Place, the scale and materials of the post-1938 infill buildings are compatible with and sympathetic to their neighbors, and therefore do not significantly detract from the visual and aesthetic character of the district.

In addition to changes to individual properties within the district, there has been some limited demolition within the district boundaries since the end of period of significance.  In the early 1970s, the borough’s school buildings at the corner of Chestnut and Wile Avenue were demolished because of their poor condition.  These buildings were abandoned when the new elementary and high schools were built outside the borough boundaries in the 1960s and 1930s, respectively.  These buildings, while an important part of the borough’s history, are not included within the district boundaries because they were built on large plots of land outside of the borough to allow for growth and to serve the larger regional community in the consolidated school district.

Non-contributing sites are the four parking lots within the boundaries that historically hosted a built environment that existed during the period of significance.  These demolished properties were few in number and do not affect the integrity of the district as a whole because they have not substantially altered the character of the community.  The demolished properties within the district boundaries included a trolley stop at the northwest corner of Main and W. Broad Street and a row of vernacular houses in the 100 block (east side) of Main Street.  These buildings were removed for parking lots to serve the businesses along Main Street.    
The Souderton Historic District remains largely intact and survives as an important local example of a traditional mid-size community in Pennsylvania from the mid-19th through mid-20th century periods.  The district retains a strong visual sense of community and is stylistically and historically distinct from its immediate surroundings.  The myriad of property types that comprise the district blend visually and proportionally with each other to create the quintessential small town atmosphere.  Therefore, this assemblage of intact historic residential and commercial buildings conveys the evolution and development of a thriving and diverse community.  The district is remarkable because of the quality and quantity of its architecture and because there are few non-contributing resources.  The buildings retain enough of their original form, style, and fabric to clearly communicate their original style and function.  The historic district as a whole retains integrity through its location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and clearly and accurately reflects the its role as an important regional center of Montgomery County from the mid 19th through mid-20th centuries.
� If using McAlester’s style guide as a basis for stylistic assessments, these houses would more specifically be called “Folk Victorian”.  Because the National Register does not offer this specific sub-set of  “Late Victorian”, properties with these design characteristics are grouped generally in this category.  If one or more qualities exists that suggests a more specific style, then the more accurate designation is given.


� Univest is a local banking corporation headquartered in Souderton.  Originally the Union National Bank and located in one building, the company owns several properties within the historic district with its main administrative complex located in three of the large buildings at the intersection of W. Broad and N. Main Streets: the 1929 Union National Bank Building, the 1929 People’s National Bank Building, and the 1893 J.M. Landis & Co. department store.


� If using McAlester’s style guide as a basis for stylistic assessments, most of these houses would be more specifically called “Folk Victorian”.  Because the National Register does not offer this specific sub-set of  “Late Victorian”, properties with these design characteristics are grouped generally in this category.  If one or more qualities exists that suggests a more specific style, then the more accurate designation is given.  





